Sunday, May 15, 2022
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Introduction

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Christ
is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of
us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love.

Introduction of New Members
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Gathering Hymn………….“All Are Welcome”
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Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the strength of our ancestors, the host of this
meal, the builder of the city that is to come.
Amen.
If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. Let us confess our sin to the
one who is faithful.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God our helper,
we confess the many ways we have failed to live as your disciples. We have not
finished what we began. We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers.
We have been captivated by our possessions. Lift our burdens, gracious God.
Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin. Raise us to the new life you have
chosen for us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. Put your trust in these promises: God
will never leave you or forsake you. You who were lost have been found. For the sake
of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Rejoice with the angels at this good news.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our
hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know
goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Acts 11:1-18

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the
members of the Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is
revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially
authorized.
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also
accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised
believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with
them?” Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet
coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to
me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds
of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied,
‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But a
second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not
call profane.’ This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to
heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the
house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the
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man’s house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying,
‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by
which you and your entire household will be saved.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy
Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the
word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” When they heard
this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the
Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
HERE ENDS THE READING.

Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with
us already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped
away. Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem.
I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He
will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will
wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain
will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on
the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these
words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the
spring of the water of life.”
HERE ENDS THE READING.

Gospel: John 13:31-35

The Holy Gospel according to St. John
Glory to you, O Lord.
After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer,
Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even
to death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has
been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in
himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You
will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you
cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon
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Sermon Hymn.......... “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
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The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or desires, as
the church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in those we least
expect. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us.
Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world you have made. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people who need
their attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or power. Lord,
in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress (especially Mary Ann, Don,
Barbara, Christi, Larry, Maxine, Kristina, Sue & Dave, Dominic & Megan, Vicki, Jenna,
Joe, Dave & Joy, Barbara, Tyler, Michael, Larrie, Hannah, Mary, Richard, Henry, Ron,
Ruth, Bonnie, Jim & Carolyn, Tori, Gavin,Sumi & Celine, Wayne, Bonnie, the People of
Ukraine and the Friends & Family of Joann). As Christ enters our deepest suffering,
remain with those experiencing despair and great need. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love heal
us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities.
Let everyone know your goodness by the love we show one another. Lord, in your
mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value of
each person’s identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your children, kindred of
Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offertory Hymn….…...”Holy and Anointed One”
John Barnett
© 1988 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1419869

Offering Prayer

Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us
your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to the Table

The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed bread and
asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and grape juice are available.
Please make your way forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served at your seat.

Communion Song.....”All Who Are Thirsty”
Verse
All who are thirsty
All who are weak
Come to the fountain
Dip your heart in the stream of life
Let the pain and the sorrow
Be washed away
In the waves of His mercy
As deep cries out to deep
We sing
Chorus 1
Come Lord Jesus come
Come Lord Jesus come
(REPEAT)
Chorus 2
Holy Spirit come
Holy Spirit come
(REPEAT)
Interlude
As deep cries out to deep we sing

Brenton Brown | Glenn Robertson
© 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Integrity Music)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1419869

8

Post Communion Prayer

We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new
heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as
witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Blessing

God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of
adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn………“Bind Us Together, Lord”

Dismissal

Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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