Sunday, April 24, 2022
Second Sunday of Easter
Introduction

In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to
believe. Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter
mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John
the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over
death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen Jesus will return to us again
and again in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste
his presence, and offering us his peace.

Call to Worship……..”Glory to His Name” (Choir)
CCLI Song # 4663995
Arr. Mary McDonald, © Words: Public Domain
Music: 2006 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1419869

2022 Litany of Blessing for Dedication of LWR Quilts and Kits
God, you created the very idea of home in a world of chaos
the places where we feel safe, the places where we sense Your peace
You lead us to share this peace with one another, and with the world
The peace found in following the one You sent to lead us, Christ Jesus
We are the hands and feet of Christ in Your world.
Gracious God, we ask that You take these gifts of earthly meaning
We ask you to make them Your light in someone’s darkness
We ask you to make them Your comfort in another’s chaos
We ask you to make them Your grace so that Your love can live through us,
as
We are the hands and feet of Christ in Your world. Amen.
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Gathering Song……….“He Is Exalted”
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Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the strength of our ancestors,
the host of this meal,
the builder of the city that is to come.
Amen.
If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ.
Let us confess our sin to the one who is faithful.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God our helper,
we confess the many ways
we have failed to live as your disciples.
We have not finished what we began.
We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers.
We have been captivated by our possessions.
Lift our burdens, gracious God.
Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin.
Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent.
Put your trust in these promises:
God will never leave you or forsake you.
You who were lost have been found.
For the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Rejoice with the angels at this good news.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of
your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and
strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
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First Reading: Acts 5:27-32

Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. His response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the
early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance.
When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the
council. The high priest questioned them, saying, “We gave you strict
orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with
your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” But
Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any
human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had
killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as
Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness
of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit
whom God has given to those who obey him.”
HERE ENDS THE READING.

Second Reading: Revelation 1:4-8

The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ
experienced by a Christian prophet named John. Here he describes Christ
as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time.
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from
him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits
who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who
loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen. Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will
see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of
the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,”
says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

HERE ENDS THE READING.
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Gospel: John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel according to St. John
Glory to you, O Lord.

The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen
Jesus appears to his fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships
Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection are also for
those who “have not seen and yet believe.”
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve,
was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand
in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him,
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon
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Sermon Song..........”The Commission”
The Commission, Artist CAIN
Licensed to YouTube by
SME (on behalf of Essential Records); Polaris Hub AB, BMI - Broadcast Music Inc., ASCAP, Adorando Publishing, Sony Music
Publishing, LatinAutor - SonyATV, LatinAutorPerf, Essential Music Publishing, and 5 Music Rights Societies

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen
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Prayers of Intercession

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for
the church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your
goodness to go and tell others of your abundant love, that they may believe
that Jesus is our salvation and life. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to live well
with your creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of resurrection life
in the natural world. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and
compassion. By your Holy Spirit channel their attention toward serving those
who are most in need. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Uphold your children who cry out to you (especially Don, Barbara, Christi,
Larry, Maxine, Kristina, Sue & Dave, Dominic & Megan, Joann, Michael, Vicki,
Jenna, Joe, Dave & Joy, Barbara, Sharon, Tyler, Michael, Larrie, Hannah, Mary,
Richard, Henry, Ron, Lisa, Ruth, Bonnie, Gavin and Friends & Family of Darell).
Wherever people are overcome by the fear of death, breathe into them your
life and peace. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise. With joyful motion
and sound, send us forth with praise that we cannot keep to ourselves. Lord,
in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your Son
as Lord and God. With Jesus our leader, empower us to live according to his
ways. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your lifegiving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Choir Offertory……….”On Faith Alone (Sola Fide)” (Choir)
CCLI Song # 4986108
Al Denson | Karla Pierre | Robert White Johnson | Scott Pierre
© 2006 Tupos Publishing (Admin. by Moon & Musky Music)
Al Denson Music (Admin. by RadioQuest Music Publishing)
RadioQuest Music Publishing, For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com,
CCLI License # 1419869

Offering Prayer

Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your
peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us
through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may
be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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Invitation to the Table

The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty,
come.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed
bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center
aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify
an usher and you will be served at your seat.

Post Communion Prayer

We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have
tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our
lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Blessing

God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving
Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Sending Song………“Soon and Very Soon”
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Dismissal
Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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