Sunday, December 5, 2021
Consecration Sunday
Introduction

Consecration Sunday is that time of year where we dedicate our gifts to God. Each year,
in recognition and thanks for the blessings of God, we pledge a portion of what we have
been given to the ministry of Living Water. As we fill out our Pledge Cards, we do so
with the acknowledgement that all we are and all we have comes to us as a blessing
from God. What we offer here is our gift of thanks.

Advent Candlelighting
Choral Introduction (Praise Band)
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Advent Hymn …………….“We Wait in Hope”
(Praise Band and Congregation)

Closing Prayer

God in heaven, as we learn to wait in faith, help us now to watch in expectation. Open
our eyes that we might see the ways you are at work around us, within us and through
us.
Amen.
OneLicense #80292, Contributors: Joel Raney, Text: © 2008, Hope Publishing Company
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Gathering Hymn……….“Lord, Be Glorified”

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in
believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your
creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different
from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your
love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy
Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the
eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the
way of peace.
Amen.
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Prayer of the Day

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to
all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4

The Lord announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means
“my messenger”) shall prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and
refining God’s people, as silver and gold are refined.
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
HERE ENDS THE READING.

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his
joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted
Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in
love and knowledge.
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of
my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until
now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it
to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of
you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me,
both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is
my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my
prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to
help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ for the glory and praise of God.
HERE ENDS THE READING.

Gospel: Mark 12:41-44

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.
After engaging in a series of public arguments with religious leaders in the temple, Jesus
contrasts the proud and oppressive ways of those leaders with the sacrificial humility
and poverty of the widow.
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He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small
copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them,
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to
the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon – Dr. Gene Perry
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Sermon Song..........”Take My Life, That I May Be”
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The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen
Prayers of Intercession

As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the world, and all of
creation.
A brief silence.
Prepare your church to share the good news, life-giving God. Put your word within us
and dwell among us. Send us out to proclaim the mercy and salvation that abides in
you. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Protect the creation, life-giving God. Sustain the mountains and hills. Restore the rivers.
Give us wisdom and compassion to care for wilderness areas and urban ecosystems.
Move us to care for your creation in all its forms and richness. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Purify the hearts of all people, life-giving God. Remove the hate that lives within us and
among us. Mold us into peacemakers. Raise up leaders rooted in your love and fed by
your word. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Comfort all who hurt, life-giving God. Wrap them in your tender care. Remember the
forgotten and send us out to share your love with them. Be with the wandering, the
worried, and the woeful (especially Joyce, Don, Fred, Barbara, Victoria, Christi, Larry,
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Kristina, Dominic & Megan, Vicki, Peter, Joe, Dave & Joy, Michelle, Gloria, Jay, Sharon,
Michael, JJ, Larrie, Ellen, Becky, Elijah, Maryann, Donna, Darell, Richard, Robin, Henry,
Ron, Lisa, Ruth, Karen, James, Peter, Dorie, Nancy and Gavin).
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Bless this congregation, life-giving God. Give strength and joy to worship leaders,
musicians, and our altar guild as they prepare the way for the celebration of the Christ
child’s coming among us. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We remember the generations who have shown us your faithfulness, life-giving God.
Shine your light on those who mourn and prepare us for that day when we will see you
face-to-face. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and those
unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Prayer

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with
them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to the Table

God fills the hungry with good things. Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Distribution

At this time take the elements you have with you saying these words:
The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Post Communion Prayer

Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted again on your
endless love. Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, that we may be
messengers to prepare your way, harvesters of justice and righteousness, and bearers
of your eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Blessing

May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one another and for
all, and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord Jesus. Almighty God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn……………..…“Give Thanks”
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Our Gifts to God for the Upcoming Year
During this time please prayerfully consider the most appropriate way to honor and give
thanks to God for the gifts that have so richly blessed our lives.
After filling our 2022 Pledge Card, please come forward – you may do so as a family –
place your card on the basket at the altar, offer a prayer of thanks to God for the
blessings of your life, and then depart from the sanctuary.

Postlude……….Praise Band
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