Sunday, December 26, 2021
First Sunday of Christmas
INTRODUCTION

On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in the
temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind. We
too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to
God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues, “let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still.

PRELUDE……….Virginia Conrad
PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

The Twenty-fifth Day of December, when ages beyond number had run their course
from the creation of the world, when God in the beginning created heaven and earth,
and formed man in his own likeness; when century upon century had passed since the
Almighty set his bow in the clouds after the Great Flood, as a sign of covenant and
peace; in the twenty-first century since Abraham, our father in faith, came out of Ur of
the Chaldees; in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led by Moses in
the Exodus from Egypt; around the thousandth year since David was anointed King; in
the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel; in the one hundred and ninety-fourth
Olympiad; in the year seven hundred and fifty-two since the foundation of the City of
Rome; in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus, the whole
world being at peace, JESUS CHRIST, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father,
desiring to consecrate the world by his most loving presence, was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, and when nine months had passed since his conception, was born of the Virgin
Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and was made man: The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
according to the flesh.
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CAROL……………..…….“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
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DIALOG

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

CHRISTMAS LITANY

For Mary your Mother who said “Yes” to the angel:
We thank you.
For John the Baptist who leapt in the womb of Elizabeth his mother when you visited
him in Mary.
We thank you.
For Joseph your foster father who trusted the angel instead of heeding his own doubts:
We thank you.
For the donkey that carried your expectant Mother to Bethlehem:
We thank you.
For the neighbor who led your holy family to the stable:
We thank you.
For the manger in which you were placed as if in the first tabernacle:
We thank you.
For the animals who were there in the first moments that you were adored:
We thank you.
For the angels and their song that led shepherds to your stable:
We thank you.
For the shepherds who worshiped you and then proclaimed the Good News like priests:
We thank you.
For Simeon who all his life had been waiting for you in the temple, longing to hold you:
We thank you.
For Anna the prophetess who proclaimed you to all those looking for deliverance and
peace:
We thank you.
For the star that led the Magi to your manger and your Mother:
We thank you.

Special Music……….“Noel Nouvelet”

Kelsey Smith, cello & Virginia Conrad, piano

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Shine into our hearts the light of our wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the
knowledge of our word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good
will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult
when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of
the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the
fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall
be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of
the LORD of hosts will
do this.
HERE ENDS THE READING.
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CAROL…………..”It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”

SECOND LESSON: Micah 5:2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you
shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from
ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor
has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And
he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name
of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of
the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.
HERE ENDS THE READING.
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CAROL………….………”Once in Royal David’s City”

THIRD LESSON: Luke 1:26-35, 38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you. “But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel,
"How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant
of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from
her.
HERE ENDS THE READING.
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CAROL………………”Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

FOURTH LESSON: Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.
HERE ENDS THE READING.
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CAROL………….……………”Away in a Manger”

FIFTH LESSON: Luke 2:8-20

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" When the angels
had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now
8

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known
to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
HERE ENDS THE READING.

CAROL………………”Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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SIXTH LESSON: Matthew 2:1-11

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem village, Judah territory—this was during Herod’s
kingship a band of scholars arrived in Jerusalem from the East. They asked around,
“Where can we find and pay homage to the newborn King of the Jews? We observed a
star in the eastern sky that signaled his birth. We’re on pilgrimage to worship him.”
When word of their inquiry got to Herod, he was terrified—and not Herod alone, but
most of Jerusalem as well. Herod lost no time. He gathered all the high priests and
religion scholars in the city together and asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be
born?” They told him, “Bethlehem, Judah territory. The prophet Micah wrote it plainly:
It’s you, Bethlehem, in Judah’s land, no longer bringing up the rear. From you will come
the leader who will shepherd-rule my people, my Israel.” Herod then arranged a secret
meeting with the scholars from the East. Pretending to be as devout as they were, he
got them to tell him exactly when the birth-announcement star appeared. Then he
told them the prophecy about Bethlehem, and said, “Go find this child. Leave no stone
unturned. As soon as you find him, send word and I’ll join you at once in your worship.”
Instructed by the king, they set off. Then the star appeared again, the same star they
had seen in the eastern skies. It led them on until it hovered over the place of the child.
They could hardly contain themselves: They were in the right place! They had arrived at
the right time! They entered the house and saw the child in the arms of Mary, his
mother. Overcome, they kneeled and worshiped him. Then they opened their luggage
and presented gifts: gold, frankincense, myrrh.
HERE ENDS THE READING.
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CAROL……………………”What Child Is This”
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen
PRAYERS OF THE GATHERED COMMUNITY

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us with those who
celebrate your birth even when they are weighed down by grief, loss, poverty, hunger,
or injustice. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the humility to trust
our place in the network of creation, that we live in service to you and the natural world.
Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, friendships, communities,
and nations. Guide us in these relationships, that we recognize the Christ child in one
another and show your love to those most vulnerable. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shepherds and an
imprisoned Paul announced your good news. Send your Spirit to all who are imprisoned,
struggling with addiction, unwell, or in any need this day (especially Joyce, Don, Fred,
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Barbara, Victoria, Christi, Larry, Kristina, Dominic & Megan, Vicki, Peter, Joe, Dave &
Joy, Michelle, Gloria, Sharon, Michael, Larrie, Ellen, Liana, Becky, Elijah, Marryann,
Darell, Richard, Robin, Henry, Ron, Lisa, Ruth, Karen, James, Peter, Dorie, Gavin and
the family and friends of JJ, Ken, Jay and Stanley) Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive one
another, without permitting injustice. Supply us with the wisdom to be clothed with love,
binding all things together in perfect harmony. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever (especially). We
give thanks for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave his life to tell the story of your
love. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you,
confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

At the birth of Christ the angels sang a song of peace and goodwill. May the peace of the
Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
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CAROL……………..”Angels from the Realms of Glory”

OFFERING PRAYER

Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows from the cross.
As you gather us around these signs of love come amount us, warm us to extend your
care among the hungry and all in need. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine. Come meet Christ in this
meal.

DISTRIBUTION

At this time take the elements you have with you saying these words:
The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you.

SPECIAL MUSIC…………”Still, Still, Still”

Kelsey Smith, cello and Virginia Conrad, piano

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you have come
among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news of your love. We
ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever.
Amen.

SEVENTH LESSON: John 1:1-5, 14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
HERE ENDS THE READING.

BENEDICTION

God the Creator who delights in you, Jesus the Savior who is born for you, and the
lifegiving Spirit who shines on you, + bless you and keep you in hope and peace.
AMEN
15

CAROL…………………....”Joy to the World”

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE……….Virginia Conrad
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