Sunday, October 31, 2021
Reformation Day
Introduction

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming
work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that
Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.
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Gathering Song……….“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”
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Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the
earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen
when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as
ourselves.
Amen.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus,
God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the
people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of
the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because
the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
HERE ENDS THE READING.
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Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation
leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law.
We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in
Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our
faith in Jesus Christ.
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law,
for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. But now, apart from law, the
righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the
prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For
there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom
God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did
this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the
sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of
boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. For
we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
HERE ENDS THE READING.

Choir Anthem……”Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”
(CCLI #4768151) © 2006 and this Arr. © 2013 Worshiptogether.com Songs (ASCAP)
Sixsteps Music (ASCAP)/Vamos Publishing (ASCAP) (admin. EMI CMG Publishing)
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Gospel: John 8:31-36

The Holy Gospel according to St. John
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He
reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are
truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone.
What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” Jesus answered them, “Very
truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a
permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the Son
makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon
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Sermon Song.....................”In Christ Alone”

MSPW 138 (CCLI #3350395) - V1, V2, V3, V4, T
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The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all
of God’s creation.
We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows from the
cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for all people with
persistence and hope. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and
neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give us the will to
curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the vulnerable. Lord, in
your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on Tuesday at local
polling places. Pour wisdom and understanding upon all who govern so that communities
of justice and peace may thrive. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit (especially Joyce, Dawn,
Don, Fred, Barbara, Victoria, Christi, Larry, Kristina, Megan & Dominic, Vicki, Joe, Joy,
Michelle, Gloria, Sharon, Michael, JJ, Larrie, Ellen, Elijah, Maryann, John & Christine,
Darell, Richard, Robin, Henry, Lisa, Ruth, Karen, Ardie, James, Nancy and Gavin).
Strengthen hospitals, clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers
to be holy spaces of renewal that all might live the abundant life you intend. Lord, in
your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and learning in
confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools, seminaries, and
universities. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who dwell in
your holy habitation. Give us courage through their example to challenge unjust systems
and work toward life-giving reformation. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through
Jesus Christ, our truth and life.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Choir Offertory…………”What Makes Me Sing?”

(OneLicense #00-44263) © 2015 Alfred Music.

Offering Prayer

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain
from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering
of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to the Table

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

Distribution

At this time take the elements you have with you saying these words:
The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Post Communion Prayer

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a
feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the
abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Blessing

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you
now and forever.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn………..……“Grace Alone”

MSPW 100 (CCLI #2335524) - V1, C, V2, C, T

Dismissal

Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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