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Sunday, May 16, 2021 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 
Introduction 
The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus prays 
for his followers in John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always includes 
Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he and the Father are one. This oneness is 
not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, interpenetrating 
life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom we have received 
but also await. Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Gathering Hymn………….…”Lord, Be Glorified” 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one 
who is full of compassion. 
 

Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild 
what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing 
flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and 
restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus 
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers 
them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name 
of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, 
that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process 
whereby one of the members of the community of believers is chosen to be the twelfth 
apostle, in order to fill the vacancy created by Judas’s treachery and death. 
 
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about 
one hundred twenty persons) and said, “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which 
the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those 
who arrested Jesus—for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 
ministry.” So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when 
he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his 
resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as 
Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. 
Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for 
them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
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Second Reading: 1 John 5:9-13 
God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in the 
Son of God believes in the witness of God and has the promise of eternal life. 
If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony 
of God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the 
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not 
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the 
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to 
you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have 
eternal life. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
 
Special Choir Music………”You Are My All in All, w/Fairest Jesus”  
 

Words and Music by Dennis Jernigan; Setting by Larry Schackley 
© 1991 and this Arr. © 2019 Shepherd’s Heart Music, Inc. (Admin. By PraiseCharts Publishing, Inc.) 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Sole Selling Agent of this 2019 Arrangement: Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 

www.hopepublishing.com 800-323-1049 
CCLI License #1419869 

 
Gospel: John 17:6-19 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his prayer 
for his disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words. 
 
 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have 
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; 
and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking 
on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And 
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be 
one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you 
have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined 
to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I 
speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in 
themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they 
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to 
take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not 
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; 
your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you O Christ. 

http://www.hopepublishing.com/
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Sermon 
 
Sermon Hymn..............”There is a Redeemer”  
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The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church in 
your Word and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as your loving people, 
ready to testify to your Spirit at work. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas teem 
with life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in the soil. 
Guard and keep this world for the well-being of all your creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near streams of 
water. Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your grace and truth. 
Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have abundant life. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, 
rejected, or sick. Grant healing and love to all in need (especially Lisle, Judi, Don, 
Vincent, Barbara, Victoria, Duke, Christi, Daniel, David, Kristina, Wally, Vicki, Margo, 
Joy, Lourdes, Michelle, LauraLee, Gloria, Sharon, Janis, Michael, JJ, Ellen, Iura, Cheryl, 
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Ron, John & Christine, Darell, Rebecca, Richard, Ruth, James, Larry, Nancy, David and 
Lew). Give them tangible signs of your steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and 
supporting one another. Give us thankful hearts as we claim the gifts that are unique to 
us and keep us from being envious of others with different gifts. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through the 
witness of those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life. We cherish 
the memory of your saints. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Offering 
 
Offering Prayer 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives 
and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the 
sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to the Table 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
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Distribution 
At this time take the elements you have with you saying these words:  

The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

Post Communion Prayer 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 
hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to 
the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 
Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Sending Song…………“Son of God, Eternal Savior” 

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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