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Sunday, April 25, 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction 

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to 
life. It is the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of 
mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authority. The 

shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. 
First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by 
the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need. 
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Opening Hymn…..”Glorious Day” 

 
I was buried beneath my shame 

Who could carry that kind of weight 

It was my tomb 'til I met You 
 

I was breathing but not alive 
All my failures I tried to hide 
It was my tomb 'til I met You 

 
Chorus 

('Cause when) You called my name (and) 
I ran out of that grave 

Out of the darkness into Your glorious day 
You called my name (and) I ran out of that grave 

Out of the darkness into Your glorious day 
 

Now Your mercy has saved my soul 

Now Your freedom is all that I know 
The old made new Jesus when I met You 

 
 

Chorus 

 
 

I needed rescue my sin was heavy 
But chains break at the weight of Your glory 

I needed shelter I was an orphan 
Now You call me a citizen of Heaven 

When I was broken You were my healing 
Now Your love is the air that I'm breathing 

I have a future my eyes are open 

 
 

Chorus 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 

our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 

 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return 

to the one who is full of compassion. 
 

Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 

Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 

to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 

Amen. 
 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. 

The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 

the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 

Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and 

guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal 
us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Acts 4:5-12 
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were 
proclaiming the news of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, 
Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ 

name to the religious authorities. 
The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with 
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of 
the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their 
midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do 

this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the 
people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done 
to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let 
it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 

whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is ‘the 
stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the 
cornerstone.’ There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 

HERE ENDS THE READING. 

 
Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24 
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This 
is the very love we share with others, not just through our words but 

especially through our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s 
commandments. 
We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we 
ought to lay down our lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in 

anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and 
yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in 
truth and action. And by this we will know that we are from the truth and 
will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for 

God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our 

hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive 
from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do 
what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we should believe in 
the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has 

commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he 

abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that 
he has given us. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
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Gospel: John 10:11-18 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as 

the shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he 
is able to overcome death for them. 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the 

wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a 
hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my 
own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not 

belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. 
So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves 
me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it 
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from 

my Father.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Sermon 
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Sermon Hymn..........”There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  
Amen 
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Prayers of Intercession  

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us 
to your loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we 
bear witness to your expansive love. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. 
Restore your creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and 
wilderness, may abound with life. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the 
hearts of all leaders and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to 
overpower others and give leaders joy in lifting up the lowly. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us 
with your Spirit, so that we lay down our lives for those in need (especially Lisle, 
Luz, Judi, Don, Vincent, Barbara, Victoria, Duke, Christi, Daniel, David, Kristina, 
Vicki, Margo, Joy, Lourdes, Michelle, LauraLee, Gloria, Sharon, Janis, Michael, JJ, 
Ellen, Iura, Cheryl, Ron, John & Christine, Darell, Richard, Ruth, James, Nancy, 

David and Lew). Help us love one another in truth and action. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life 
together and give us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and 

opportunities, fill us anew with you Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of 

resurrection hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in. Bring us, with 
them, to dwell in your house forever. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 

never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Offering Prayer 

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in 
service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus 
Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Table 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 

Distribution 
At this time take the elements you have with you saying these words:  

The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
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Post Communion Prayer 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that 
your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the 

risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Sending Hymn………“Your Grace Is Enough” 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 


	Sunday, April 25, 2021 Fourth Sunday of Easter
	Introduction
	Prayer of the Day
	Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24
	Gospel: John 10:11-18
	The Holy Gospel according to St. John
	Glory to you, O Lord.
	Prayers of Intercession


