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Sunday, April 11, 2021 
Second Sunday of Easter 

 
Introduction 
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the 
mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. 
Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes 
the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his 
wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are 
transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and 
material sharing such that no one among us is in need. 
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Opening Hymn…..”Glorious Day” 
 

I was buried beneath my shame 
Who could carry that kind of weight 

It was my tomb 'til I met You 
 

I was breathing but not alive 
All my failures I tried to hide 
It was my tomb 'til I met You 

 
Chorus 

('Cause when) You called my name (and) 
I ran out of that grave 

Out of the darkness into Your glorious day 
You called my name (and) I ran out of that grave 

Out of the darkness into Your glorious day 
 

Now Your mercy has saved my soul 
Now Your freedom is all that I know 

The old made new Jesus when I met You 
 

Chorus 
 

I needed rescue my sin was heavy 
But chains break at the weight of Your glory 

I needed shelter I was an orphan 
Now You call me a citizen of Heaven 

When I was broken You were my healing 
Now Your love is the air that I'm breathing 

I have a future my eyes are open 
 

                                 Chorus 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 

Amen. 
 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return 
to the one who is full of compassion. 

 
Fountain of living water, 

pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 

Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 

to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 

Amen. 
 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 

by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By 
the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the 
resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Acts 4: 32-35 
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the 
early Christian community shared what they owned or sold their 
possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need. 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and 
no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they 
owned was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as 
owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was 
sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any 
had need. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
 
Second Reading: 1 John 1:1—2:2 
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is 
light, but our confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our 
sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with Christ 
and walk in God’s light. 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what 
we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our 
hands, concerning the word of life—this life was revealed, and we have 
seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the 
Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we have seen and 
heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things 
so that our joy may be complete. This is the message we have heard from 
him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness 
at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he 
himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who 
is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
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Gospel: John 20:19-31 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His 
words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to 
the risen Lord. 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 
are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 
in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the 
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, 
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
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Sermon Hymn..........”We Walk By Faith” 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



8 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
A brief silence. 
 
You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that 
with one heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh 
your creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to 
parched land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in 
the ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon 
those in authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your 
generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others (especially Lisle, Luz, Judi, Don, 
Barbara, Victoria, Duke, Christi, Daniel, David, Kristina, Vicki, Margo, Joy, Lourdes, 
Michelle, LauraLee, Gloria, Sharon, Janis, Michael, JJ, Ellen, Iura, Cheryl, Ron, John & 
Christine, Darell, Richard, Ruth, James, Nancy, David and Lew). Announce your peace to 
those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the light of the 
risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may 
be complete. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives 
and gifts of those who now live in endless joy (especially Sharon and Jakab). Unite us 
with them in resurrection hope. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Offering Prayer 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in 
service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus 
Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 
Invitation to the Table 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
Distribution 
At this time take the elements you have with you saying these words:  

The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
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Post Communion Prayer 
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for 
the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives 
bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless 
you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving 
Trinity. 
Amen. 
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Sending Hymn………“My Savior Lives” 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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