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Sunday, March 28, 2021 
Palm Sunday 

 
Introduction 
This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into 

Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, 

abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete 

human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s 
suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and 

bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with all people. We enter 

this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing work. 
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Opening Hymns……….“Hosanna (Praise is Rising)” 
 

Praise is rising 
Eyes are turning to You 

We turn to You 
Hope is stirring 

Hearts are yearning for You 
We long for You 

 
Pre-Chorus 

'Cause when we see You 
We find strength to face the day 

In Your presence 
All our fears are washed away 

Washed away 
 

Chorus 
Hosanna hosanna 

You are the God who saves us 
Worthy of all our praises 

Hosanna hosanna 
Come have Your way among us 

We welcome You here Lord Jesus 
 

Hear the sound of 
Hearts returning to You 

We turn to You 
In Your Kingdom 

Broken lives are made new 
You make us new 

 
Pre-Chorus 

Chorus 
 

Pre-Chorus 
Chorus 

 
Hosanna hosanna 
Hosanna hosanna 

 
Brenton Brown | Paul Baloche 

© 2005, 2006 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1419869 
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“Hosanna Loud Hosanna” 

Hosanna loud hosanna 
The little children sang 

Through pillard court and temple 
The lovely anthem rang 

To Jesus who had blessed them 
Close folded to His breast 

The children sang their praises 
The simplest and the best 

 
Hosanna in the highest 

That ancient song we sing 
For Christ is our Redeemer 
The Lord of heav'n our King 
O may we ever praise Him 

With heart and life and voice 
And in His blissful presence 

Eternally rejoice 

 
Jennette Threlfall | Lani Smith | Theodulph Of Orleans 

Words: Public Domain 
Music: 1976, 1991 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)  

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1419869 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 

steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 

Amen. 

 
God hears us when we cry and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one 

who is full of compassion. 

 

Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild 

what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing 

flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and 

restorers of the world you so love. 

Amen. 
 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus 

Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers 

them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ 

to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share 

in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. 
Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated 

with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in 

God’s steadfast love. 

 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 
weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those 

who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not 

turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who 

pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps 
me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I 

know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend 

with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is 

the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
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Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even to the point of 
death. Following Christ’s example, we do not seek personal status or glory but care for 

others as God cared for us in Christ’s death. 

 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even 

death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 

of God the Father. 

HERE ENDS THE READING. 

 
Gospel: Mark 11:1-11 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

The passion story in Mark’s gospel presents Jesus as one who dies abandoned by all. He 

shows himself to be the true Son of God by giving his life for those who have forsaken 
him. 

 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 

Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been 

ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, 'Why are you doing this?' just say 

this, 'The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.'" They went away and 

found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the 

bystanders said to them, "What are you doing, untying the colt?" They told them what 
Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus 

and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the 

road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who 

went ahead and those who followed were shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!" Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; 

and when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to 

Bethany with the twelve. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Sermon 
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Sermon Hymn..........”King of Kings” 
 

In the darkness we were waiting 
Without hope without light 

Till from Heaven You came running 
There was mercy in Your eyes 

 
To fulfil the law and prophets 

To a virgin came the Word 
From a throne of endless glory 

To a cradle in the dirt 
 

Chorus 
Praise the Father 

Praise the Son 
Praise the Spirit three in one 

God of Glory 
Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of kings 
 

To reveal the kingdom coming 
And to reconcile the lost 

To redeem the whole creation 
You did not despise the cross 

 
For even in Your suffering 
You saw to the other side 

Knowing this was our salvation 
Jesus for our sake You died 

 
Chorus 

 
 

Brooke Ligertwood | Jason Ingram | Scott Ligertwood 
© 2019 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Fellow Ships Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 
So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1419869 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession   
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church humility. Redeem 

your people from pride and the certainty that we always know your will. Heal us and 

empower us to confess Christ crucified. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

In creation, life springs from death. Redeem your creation awaiting resurrection: restore 

lost habitats and endangered species. Create new possibilities for areas affected by 

climate change, grant relief from natural disasters, and nurture new growth. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct the powerful, 

that they would not exploit their power but maintain justice. Sustain soldiers, and guide 
those who command them, that they serve those in greatest need. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
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On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who are condemned to 

death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and strengthen those who are 
mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer (especially Bill, Lisle, Luz, Judi, Don, 

Barbara, Victoria, Duke, Christi, Daniel, David, Kristina, Vicki, Margo, Joy, Michelle, 

LauraLee, Gloria, Sharon, Janis, Michael, JJ, Ellen, Sharon, Luri, Cheryl, Ron, John & 

Christine, Darell, Richard, Ruth, James, Nancy, David and Lew).; grant respite and 
renewal. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death. Sustain hospice workers and funeral 
directors. Bless this congregation’s ministries at times of death: those who plan and lead 

funerals, those who prepare meals, all who offer support in grief (especially Family & 

Friends of Mary, Bob and Jakab). Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son. We praise you for the faith you 

have given to people of all places and times. Give us also such faith to trust the 

promises of baptism and, with them, to look for the resurrection of the dead. Lord, in 

your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
Offering Prayer 
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with 

bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to 
life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Table 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 

 

Distribution 
At this time take the elements you have with you saying these words:  

The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

Post Communion Prayer 
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of 

the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love 

that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Blessing 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as 

holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a 

blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

Amen. 
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Sending Hymn………………….…“Forever” 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 


