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Sunday, January 10, 2021 
Baptism of Our Lord 

 
Introduction 
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God 
moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is 
the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has 
come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and 
setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice 
and peace. 
 
 
Opening Hymn……………”We Praise You” 

 
Let praise be a weapon that silences the enemy 
Let praise be a weapon that conquers all anxiety 

Let it rise let praise arise 
 

We sing Your name in the dark 
And it changes ev'rything 

We sing with all we are and we claim Your victory 
Let it rise let praise arise 

 
Chorus 

We’ll see you break down ev'ry wall 
We’ll watch the giants fall 

For fear cannot survive when we praise You 
The God of breakthrough's on our side 

Forever lift Him high 
With all creation cry God we praise You 

 
Oh we praise You oh 

 
Let faith be the song 

That overcomes the raging sea 
Let faith be the song 

That calms the storm inside of me 
Let it rise let faith arise 

 
Chorus 

 
Oh we praise You oh we praise You 
Oh we praise You oh we praise You 

 
This is what living looks like 
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This is what freedom feels like 
This is what Heaven sounds like 

We praise You 
We praise You 

(REPEAT) 
 

Chorus 
 

Oh we praise You oh we praise You 
Oh we praise You oh 

Give Him all your praise. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is 
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess 
that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that 
bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust 
those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to 
consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done 
and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; 
receive them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
 
How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are 
washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the 
wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s 
justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. 
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5 
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar 
story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It 
remains good news for us. God created and continues to create new life. 
 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God 
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called 
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
 
Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7 
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but 
had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul 
baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the 
Spirit. 
 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 
in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul 
had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues 
and prophesied—altogether there were about twelve of them. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
 
Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the 
Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 
 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.” In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ. 
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Sermon 
 

Sermon Song...............”What A Beautiful Name” 
 

You were the Word at the beginning 
One with God the Lord Most High 

Your hidden glory in creation 
Now revealed in You our Christ 

 
What a beautiful Name it is 
What a beautiful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 

What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus  

 
You didn't want heaven without us 
So Jesus You brought heaven down 

My sin was great Your love was greater 
What could separate us now 

 
What a wonderful Name it is 
What a wonderful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a wonderful Name it is 

Nothing compares to this 
What a wonderful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 
What a wonderful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 
 

Death could not hold You 
The veil tore before You 

You silence the boast of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring 
The praise of Your glory 

For You are raised to life again 
 

You have no rival 
You have no equal 

Now and forever God You reign 
Yours is the kingdom 

Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name above all names 

 
What a powerful Name it is 
What a powerful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is 
Nothing can stand against 

What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 

 
You have no rival 

You have no equal 
Now and forever God You reign 

Yours is the kingdom 
Yours is the glory 

Yours is the Name above all names 
 

What a powerful Name it is 
What a powerful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is 
Nothing can stand against 

What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 

 
What a powerful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 
What a powerful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they 
proclaim the forgiveness of sins. Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s 
goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and 
for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show 
them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer 
(especially Lisle, Becky, Cy, Luz, Judi, Don, Christi, Victoria, Audrey, Vicki, Louise, 
Margo, Joy, Lourdes, Michelle, LauraLee, Barbara, Jennifer, Gloria, Sharon, Kathryn, 
Diane, Diane, Michael, JJ, Ellen, Sharon, Ann, John, Darell, Richard, Kathie, Ruth, 
James, Judy, Yvonne, Lew; and Friends & Family of Alan) that God shower compassion. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
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For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking 
renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace. Lord 
in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their 
witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations. Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Offering Prayer 
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms 
open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to 
tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to the Table 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed. 
 
Distribution 
At this time take the elements you have with you saying these words:  

The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

Post Communion Prayer 
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our 
journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your 
good news and serve others in your name. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 
comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 
Amen. 
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Sending Hymn…………“Holy Spirit, Rain Down” 

 
 

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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