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Sunday, December 6, 2020 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
Introduction 
John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their 
lives so that nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from 
Isaiah gives the context for this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness 
that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be 
gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift 
up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to 
one another in worship, in order to say it with our lives in a world in need of 
justice and peace. 
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Opening Song…………”O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

O come O come Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 

 
Chorus 

Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 

 
O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death's dark shadows put to flight 
 

O come Thou Wisdom from on high 
And order all things far and nigh 

To us the path of knowledge show 
And cause us in her ways to go 

 
O come Desire of nations bind 

All peoples in one heart and mind 
Bid envy strife and quarrels cease 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace 
 

CCLI Song # 31982 
John Mason Neale | Thomas Helmore 

© Words: Public Domain, Music: Public Domain  
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  

All rights reserved. www.ccli.com , CCLI License # 1419869 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
that we have not lived as God desires. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not 
welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 
☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of 
God’s people in Babylon is over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her 
as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word can be trusted, because the 
only enduring reality in life is the word of God. 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is 
paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. A 
voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be 
revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people 
are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, 
the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the 
people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our 
God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of 
good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good 
tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward 
is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his 
bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
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Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of 
Jesus, especially concerns that could arise over its apparent delay. The 
author of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the promised coming of 
the Lord through conduct dedicated to God. 
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not 
slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, 
not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud 
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 
everything that is done on it will be disclosed. Since all these things are to 
be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading 
lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, 
and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, 
we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be 
found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of 
our Lord as salvation. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
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Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is 
written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’ ” John 
the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John 
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
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Sermon Song........”Jesus, Name Above All Names” 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen 
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Prayers of Intercession 
God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. 
Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and 
support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your 
mission. Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face 
of creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of environmental 
damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare your praise. 
Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from 
discrimination, judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. Lead us 
toward a world where faithfulness will sprout underfoot and righteousness rain down 
from above. Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities 
between your people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectual 
disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all. Teach 
us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst. Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and 
congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a 
companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with depression, 
and gather all people in your healing embrace (especially Cy, Becky, Judi, Janet, Don, 
Audrey, Vicki, Barbara, Margo, Joy, Lourdes, Michelle, LauraLee, Barbara, Jennifer, 
Sharon, Kathryn, Alan, Michael, JJ, Sharon, Ann, John, Dan, Joe, Gini, Patti, Darell, 
Richard, Kathie, Ruth, James, Lew; Friends and Family of Paul, Jim, Ethan, Evan, Jean, 
Thelma and Bill). Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the 
wilderness and taught us to continue their faithful. Make their generous lives an example 
for all. Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Offering Prayer 
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every 
season. Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will 
receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Table 
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink. 
 
Distribution 
At this time take the elements you have with you saying these words:  

The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
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Post Communion Prayer 
Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we 
rejoice. In this bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless 
mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us 
and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to 
rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn………“He Came Down” 

 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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