
Sunday, August 23, 2020 - 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 51: 1- 6 (NRSV) 
 

2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; 
for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 
Cf. Jacob in Genesis 32: 9-11 – “O God of my father Abraham and my father Isaac, I am not worthy of 
the least of all the steadfast love and all the faithfulness that you have shown to your servant, for with 
only my staff I crossed this Jordan; and now I have become two companies.  Deliver me, please, from 
the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid of him.”     
 
3 For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, 
and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD. 
 
Psalm 138 (NRSV) 
 
1 I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart. 
 
2 I give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness. 

 
6 For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly; but the haughty he perceives from far away. 
Cf. Mary’s Magnificat – Luke 1: 47-55  
 

7 You stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me. 
Cf. Peter – Matthew 14: 28-31  
 
Romans 12: 1-8 (NRSV) 
 

1I appeal to you therefore, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice. 
A living sacrifice can always get off the altar.  
 
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds. 
3 I say to everyone not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think. 
True humility – not to think less of yourself, but to think of yourself less. 
   
4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, 
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.  
Cf. 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4, 1 Peter 4  
Most expanded upon in 1 Corinthians, which was probably written earlier  
 
6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy,7 ministry, teaching; 8 

exhortation, generosity, leadership, compassion, cheerfulness. 



Matthew 16: 13-20 (NRSV) 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi. 
Center of pagan worship – one of the headwaters of the Jordan River  
 
He asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  
Jesus began with the easier question – who do other people say that I am? 
 
14 They said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.”  
What are some of the ways in which people today would answer the question, “Who is Jesus?” 
 
15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  
Jesus went on the ask the most important question, “Who do you say that Jesus is?” 
Who is Jesus to you?  What do you believe about Jesus?   
It does matter what you believe about Jesus. 
C. S. Lewis re Jesus – Liar, Lunatic, or Lord – Crook, Kook, or Christ  
  
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  
17 Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this 
to you, but my Father in heaven.”  
18 “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it.” 
Who or what is the rock on which Jesus will build His church?  Peter as the first pope?  Peter’s faith?  
God’s revelation of Himself in and through Jesus?  
 
“The gates of Hades will not prevail”  
An amazing statement for Jesus to make in a stronghold of pagan worship  
Who is on the defensive?  Who is on the offensive? 
The gates were where a city was most vulnerable 
Where are the forces of spiritual darkness most vulnerable?   
Do you think of the forces of spiritual darkness as vulnerable?   
How would your life be different if you truly believed that the forces of spiritual darkness are 
vulnerable? 
The amazing effect that light has on darkness    
 
What Peter believed empowered him. 
Peter was not perfect.  He would continue to have struggles, but he would have new confidence and 
new courage because of his deep and abiding convictions about who Jesus is and what Jesus did.   
 
If we know who Jesus is, then we, too, can have a new confidence and a new courage, and we will be 
able to speak with a new conviction.  
 
 



WHO DO YOU SAY JESUS IS? 
August 23, 2020 - 12th Sunday after Pentecost – Matthew 16: 13-20   
 
He is the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 
He is the Keeper of creation, Architect of the universe,  
And the Manager of all time. 
He always was, always is, and always will be.  
 
He was bruised and brings healing. 
He was pierced and eases pain. 
He was persecuted and brings freedom. 
 
He was dead and brings life. 
He is risen and brings power. 
He reigns and brings peace. 
 
The world cannot understand Him. 
Armies cannot defeat Him. 
Schools cannot explain Him. 
And leaders cannot ignore Him. 
 
Herod and Pilate could not kill Him. 
The Pharisees could not confuse Him. 
Nero could not crush Him. 
Hitler could not silence Him. 
The New Age cannot replace Him. 
And Talk Show Hosts cannot explain Him away. 
 
He is light, love, longevity, and Lord. 
He is goodness, kindness, gentleness, and God. 
He is holy, righteous, mighty, powerful, and pure. 
 
His ways are right. 
His Word is eternal. 
His will is unchanging. 
And He rules my life. 
 
He is my Redeemer, Savior, guide, and peace. 
He is my comfort, joy, and His mind is on me. 
 
His bond is love. 
His burden is light. 
And His goal for me is abundant and eternal life. 



 
He is the wisdom of the wise. 
The power of the powerful. 
The Lord of all that was and is and is to come. 
And He wants to be in relationship with me. 
 
He will never leave me, forsake me, mislead me, or forget me. 
 
When I fall, He lifts me up. 
When I fail, He forgives. 
When I am weak, He is strong. 
When I am lost, He is the way. 
 
When I am afraid, He is my courage. 
When I stumble, He steadies me. 
When I am hurt, He heals me. 
 
When I am broken, He mends me. 
When I am blind, He leads me. 
When I am hungry, He feeds me. 
 
When I face trials, He is with me. 
When I face opposition, He stands by me. 
 
When I face problems, He comforts me. 
When I face loss, He provides for me. 
When I face death, He will carry me home.   
 
He is everything, for everybody, everywhere, 
Every time, and in every way. 
He is God.  He is faithful. 
I am His, and He is mine. 
 
So if you are wondering why I feel so secure, understand this. 
He said it, and that settles it. 
God is in control.  I am on His side. 
And that means all is well with my soul.  
 
* * * * * *  
 
So what about you? 
Who do you say Jesus is? 
And is it well with your soul?  
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