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Sunday, August 23, 2020 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Introduction 
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from 
which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s 
bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the 
church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies 
as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the 
table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. 
 
Opening Hymn…………….………”Sanctuary” 

 

 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 
faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in 
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to 
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our 
own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have 
welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
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Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are 
forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. 
Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly 
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6 
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now 
God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end. 
 
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock 
from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to 
Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, 
but I blessed him and made him many. For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort 
all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden 
of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out 
from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance 
swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands 
wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at 
the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 
garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, 
and my deliverance will never be ended. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8 
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing 
lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are 
transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of 
service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of 
Christ. 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have 
many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have 
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gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 
faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the 
giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will 
overcome the very gates of Hades. 
 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but 
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
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Sermon Song..................”Bind Us Together” 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the 
living God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at 
home and throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. 
Join our songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish 
this wondrous home you give us. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, 
legislators and magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders 
regard those in need with mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of 
peoples. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your 
purpose for us. According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those 
who are bereaved, in trouble or adversity, or sick and in need of care (especially: Cy, 
Becky, Judi, Don, Betty, Becky, Nancy, Jeff, Vicki, Margo, Joy, Barbara, Sharon, Al, 
Kathryn, Alan, Sherri, Mike, Michael, Ken & Claudia, Ann, Thelma, Lynne, Beth, Richard, 
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Kathie, Ruth, Jay, Gil, Trent, Dave, Allan & Betty Jane, Lew, Robert; Friends and Family 
of Linda, Arnold, Blake, June and Charles). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You call us into this community, in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we 
recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the 
building up of the church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to 
joy and gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our 
beloved dead. Bring us with them to our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey. 
 
Distribution of Communion 
At this time take the elements you have with you saying these words:  
The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
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Prayer After Communion 
God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have 
been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these 
gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver 
of abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love.  
Amen. 
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Closing Hymn………”Take My Life, That I May Be” 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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