
 

Sunday, April 12, 2020 
Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day 

Introduction 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new! 

Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. 

With the women at the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to 

proclaim the good news of God’s endless love. 

Opening Hymn……”Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia!” 

 



 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. Let us give 
thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image and planted us in a well-watered 

garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water 
from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to 

still waters. At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you 
shower us again with the water of life. We praise you for your salvation through water, for 

the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, 
and love. Satisfy the thirsty and give us the life only you can give. To you be given honor 
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by 
his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day 

to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary 
of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, 

death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but 

in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 

that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 

witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded 
us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of 

the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Here ends the reading. 



Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes 
the entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ 

in God. 

So, if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 

Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

Here ends the reading 

Special Music: “Love Crucified Arose” 

Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to 

proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen! 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the 

guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 
afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has 

been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb 

quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 
said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then 

Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 
will see me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day…..”The Day of Resurrection!” 

 

 

 

 

 



Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  

and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the  
right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 

God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift of women as 
your witnesses: as preachers, teachers, and leaders. Open our ears to their proclamation 

this day and always. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and the 
galaxies whirl in glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our voices in the 

song. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



 
Amidst the pandemic that our world faces, help to set our minds on your healing goodness 

and grace. Be with healthcare providers and all those on the front line.  Help us to hold on 
to your hope. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 
We still weep with those who weep and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the fearful, 

the suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your loving presence especially Judi, Don, 
Bev, Becky, Nancy, Doug, Christi, Lynda, Collin, Vicki, Bernie, Ethan, David, Joy, Melody, 

Jason, Matt & Kristin, Sharon, Al, Mike, Michael, Dee, Tad, Lynne, Annika, Jack, Richard, 
Deone Ruth, Jay, Gil, Joan, Kevin, Lew, Chuck, Oma, Ricky. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 
Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. We 

remember those who have died (especially Marie, Chuck, Mary, Jeanne, Lori and Harold). 
Inspire us to live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw us to you in our final days. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
God of our ancestors, friend in our midst, your children come before you. Here is food! 
Here is drink! These things are yours before they are ours. Now we are making a feast, 

but it is a thanksgiving: God, we are thanking you. O God, we thank you and rejoice. This 
food—we shall eat it in your honor! This drink—we shall drink it in your honor! We thank 

you for giving us life. 
We thank you! 
We thank you for giving us freedom. 

We thank you! 
We thank you for bringing us peace. 

We thank you! 
We thank you for the one who bore our sins upon the cross. 
We thank you! 

We thank you for the one who brought us over from death to life. 
We thank you! 

Father, send the Spirit of life, the Spirit of power and fruitfulness. With the Spirit’s breath, 
speak your Word into these things. Give us who eat and drink the living body and the 
lifeblood of Jesus, our brother, life and power and fruitfulness of heart and body. Give us 

true communion with your Son. On the night of his suffering, he gave thanks for the 
bread that he held in his hands. This bread he shared among his followers, saying: All of 

you, take this, eat this; it is my body, handed over for you. Do this and remember me. 
The body of Christ! Amen 
Then he shared drink with them, saying: All of you, take this, drink this; it is my blood, 

the blood of the new covenant that begins now and lasts forever. This blood is poured out 
for you and for all people so that sins may be taken away. Do this and remember me. 

The blood of Christ! Amen 
 
 



Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Hail, hail, hail Jesus Christ our Lord, death, resurrection, and return! 

May happiness come! 
Lord, you are resurrection and life. You, Crucifixion, are here! You, Resurrection, are here! 

You, Ascension, are here! You, Spirit—Medicine of Life—are here! Father, bring us life; 
give us kinship and fellowship with Mary, the mother of our Lord, with all the elders and 
ancestors of your people, 

and with all your children 
And you, our prayer— 

Prayer of the long-distant past; you, ancient Word, spoken by the Father; 
you, Breath of the Spirit—Prayer of the ancestors, you are spoken now! Amen 

Invitation to Communion 
Come to the banquet. Behold the risen Christ. 

Distribution of Communion 

At this time take the elements you have with you saying these words:   
The Body of Christ given for you.  The Blood of Christ shed for you 

Prayer after Communion 
Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and our hearts burn within us. Through 
this meal you have opened us to your presence. Now send us forth to share the gifts of 

Easter with all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with 

hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Closing Hymn…….Thine Is the Glory 

 

Dismissal 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 


