
Sunday, April 5, 2020 
Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday, Year A 

 

 

 

 



Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, 

who calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

Amen. 
 

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned away from you, 

knowingly and unknowingly.  We have wandered from your resurrection life. 
We have strayed from your love for all people.  Turn us back to you, O God. 

Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you 
and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 

 
Receive good news: God turns to you in love.  “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall 

live,” says our God.  All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, who is the 

free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ 

to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share 
in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite 
the fact that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played 

an important role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus. 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 
weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those 

who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not 
turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who 

pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps 

me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I 
know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend 

with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is 
the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

Here ends the reading. 
 

 
 

 
 



Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on 

the cross and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross 
becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within 

the community of Christ. 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 

God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even 

death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Here ends the reading. 

 
 
Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11  

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Jesus enters Jerusalem 
 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them 

to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will 
send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 

prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, 
and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The disciples went and 

did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 
cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 

and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The 

crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ. 



 
 

 

 

 



Prayers of Intercession 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness. By your 
Spirit, give us bold and joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary with the 

message of your redemption. Lord, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 
 

God of mercy, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world remind us that your love is 
steadfast and your strength never fails. Be to us a sure guardian and rock of defense. 

Guide the leaders of our nation with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, and grant 
us courage and hope to face the future. Lord, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 
 

God of mercy, your heart overflows with compassion for your whole creation. Pour out 
your Spirit on all people living with illness for which there is no cure, as well as their 

families and loved ones. Tend to all who cry out for relief (especially Judi, Don, Bev, 
Marie, Becky, Nancy, Doug, Christi, Lynda, Collin, Vicki, Bernie, Ethan, David, Joy, 

Melody, Jason, Matt & Kristen, Sharon, Al, Mike, Michael, Dee, Lynne, Annika, Jack, 
Deone, Richard, Ruth, Jay, Gil, Joan, Lew, Chuck, Oma and Ricky).  

Lord, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 
 

God of mercy, care for those who tend the needs of the sick. Strengthen them in body 
and spirit. Refresh them when weary; console them when anxious; comfort them in 

grief; and hearten them in discouragement. Be with us all, and give us peace at all times 
and in every way.  Lord, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 
 

God of mercy, you came into the world as one of us, and suffered as we do. As we go 
through the trials of life, help us to realize that you are with us at all times and in all 

things; that we have no secrets from you; and that your loving grace enfolds us for 
eternity.. Lord, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your 
witnesses in heaven and on earth (especially Mary, Jeanne, Lori, Harold, and Chuck), let 

us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our resurrection and our hope. Lord, in your 
mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 
 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend 
them to you; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 
Now is the acceptable time.  Now is the day of salvation.  Holy God, speaking, spoken, 

and inspiring, ☩ bless you, unbind you, and send you in love and in peace. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



 


