
May 2019

PASTOR
Mark Rossman

PASTOR
Shari Bernau

FINANCE/BUILDING MANAGER
Greysen West

OFFICE MANAGER
Marie Kelen

CHOIR DIRECTOR
Marcie Donavon

ACCOMPANIST
Scott Sims

SEXTON
Jakab Peter

Prayer List

Pastor’s Message

Ask Zeke

Studies & Retreats

News & Events

Upcoming Dates

Stewardship Message

Lutheran Church

www.LWLCAZ.org

“Whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst.”
John 4:14

CONTENTS

Summer Worship time
begins on May 26 @ 9:30am

JOIN US!
CHURCH PICNIC - MAY 5

5 pm at McCormick Stillman RailRoad Park
Details on Page 7



We Remember in our Prayers

Send your prayer requests to prayer@lwlcaz.org or fill one out at lwlcaz.org

Please call the o�ce if  your birthday is not listed  and we will make sure to enter it into our database. 

May you be gifted with God’s blessings on your special day and always!

• Don Benson – Recovering from pneumonia 
• Kay Bonar – Recovering from knee replacement surgery 
• Doug Burnett (Friend of Phil & Nancy Rogers) – Battling Cancer 
• Rev. John Cockram – Battling cancer 
• Jeanne Folmer (Niece of Sue & Lee Stenehjem) – Battling cancer
• Joe Franck (Brother of Kathie Roenigk) – Recovering from surgery
• Joy Gallimore – Health Concerns
• Sharon Holland (Friend of Barbara & John Hannan) – Battling cancer
• Rebecca Jensen (Friend of Barbara Brooks) – Recovering from hip replacement
• Michael Kieffer – Health concerns
• Penny Kilburn –Health concerns
• Shirley Koch – Health concerns 
• Family & Friends of of Shirley Maki (Friend of Myrna & Bob Ulland) – Mourning her death 
• Jon & Tamey Manalli – Health concerns for Jon
• Maren McKay (Daughter of  Lance & Carol Jacobson) – Health Concerns
• Lynne Mohr (Step-daughter of Carol Gasser) – Battling cancer
• Elsa Nelson (Daughter of Celia Giontzeneli) – Health concerns
• Cynthia Norvell (Friend of Ron & Joan Halverson and Dorie) – Battling cancer
• Terry Powers (Niece of Marty & Gordon Lindert) – Battling cancer
• Darnell & Darlene Powers (Relatives of Marty & Gordon Lindert) – Health concerns 
• Penny Priest (Friend of Sharon Westergreen) – Health concerns 
• Janice & Mark Rogers (Friends of Frances DeBruyn) – Heath concerns 
• Family & Friends of Joya Shepard (Friend of Steve McCarthy) – Mourning her death 
• Michael Steele (Friend of the Coutts) – Battling cancer
• Jay Stemm (Brother of Scott Stemm) – Battling cancer
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Shirley Perry 5/7
Ashley Chmielewski 5/8
Nancy Payne 5/8
Cindi Pendergra� 5/10
Aus�n Sleeper 5/11
Wayne Burrus 5/12
Emily Fritz 5/12
David Gallimore 5/13
Steve Yates 5/13

Cade Laudenschlager 5/15
Ken Bash 5/16
Gerry Cales 5/19
Clark Rose 5/19
Frank Schmi� 5/19
Rita Reamer 5/27
Richard Wehr 5/27
Debbie Anderson 5/30



A Message from Pastor Mark

Living Water 
Lutheran Church

Now, I lay me down to sleep . . . God is great, God is good  . . . as long as I can remember, words such as these 
came out of my mouth on a very regular basis.  I was fortunate enough to be raised by parents who under-
stood the power and the importance of regular prayer.  And thus, each moment prior to a meal and right 
before I jumped under the covers, time was set aside to offer a bit of thanks to God for that had been granted 
me in my life and throughout the day.

Starting with this routine, prayer continues to be an integral part of my life experience.  There was not a math 
test to be taken that prayers were not said on the way to school, prior to receiving the exam, during the exam 
and upon its’ conclusion.  Sadly though, just because we pray for something does not mean that we automat-
ically get it – especially when the subject at hand dealt with lightly studied for tests.

But tests aside, prayer is at the cornerstone of the life of the active Christian.  It is through an active prayer life 
that we can discover the connectivity of the individual with our Creator.  Through prayer we are better able to 
discover the presence of God in our lives, feel the guidance of God in the decisions that we make, better 
understanding God’s touch in the lives that we led.

Somehow though, prayer has become a difficult and complicated thing.  For some it is a detail best left to the 
worship experience.  And yet, it is this valuable connection to God which continues to be horribly underuti-
lized.  We wonder – and sometimes even complain – that we do not feel the presence of God in our lives, yet 
we do not strive to take advantage of this special connection God has placed in our lives.  Prayer is not a 
“break glass in case of emergency” sort of thing – at least it is not supposed to be just that.  Prayer is to be an 
every day thing, and every hour thing, an every decision thing, and yet sadly for many, it is not.

Thursday, May 2nd has been declared as our National Day of Prayer.  It is the day where we are all asked to 
take the time within the hectic-ness of our lives to offer prayers of thanksgiving, prayers of peace, prayers of 
hope, prayers of healing to our God.  Before I continue, I would just like to say that none of this is bad at all – 
in fact it is exactly what we should be doing.  The problem with all of this is that if we, as a country, have to 
make a point of reminding ourselves to take the time to offers prayers on May 2nd,  then what are we doing 
during the rest of the year?  If we have to set this one day aside, then are we simply not living our lives in the 
manner for which God calls and expects us to do so?

Are these not the same prayers that we should be offering to God each and every day of our lives?  And with 
all due respect to President Trump, we should not need him, or me – or anyone else – to tell us that we should 
set time aside on a specific day to pray.  Prayer needs, and must be, a very regular part of who we are – for it is 
within our prayers that we find a special connection with the God who is an ever present part of our lives. For 
our God is present in our lives whether we choose to pray or not.  Present at all moments, present whether we 
recognize that fact or not.  It is in the gift of prayer that we recognize that reality.

If you do choose to pray on May 2nd then you should pray on May 3rd and May 4th.  And then, pray on the 
5th, and the 6th, and the 7th.  Each day of our lives, we need to set time aside to offer our prayers and con-
cerns to the God who gave us life.  For if God was willing to give up the life of his Son on our behalf, I guaran-
tee you that He will be more than willing to listen to what we have to say each and every day.  Give it a try – 
make your life a prayer filled one and you will be amazed at how your perspective of this world will change.

Pastor Mark
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Living Water’s 24/7 o�ce �sh responds to a query about communion

Q. What prompted Living Water’s relatively recent change to intinction? 

A. The shift to intinction – receiving Holy Communion by dipping the host into a chalice – was a 
well-thought-out solution to a welcome problem: a crowd of communicants. Yep, more folks have 
been attending our 8:30 Liturgical Worship service.

March 3, the Sunday we changed to intinction, is a good example of the 8:30 service’s growing 
numbers. Attendance at that service was 210, a sizable increase over 174 at the 8:30 service on the 
first Sunday in March two years earlier. (Note: Average total weekly attendance for all services rose 
from 147 in 2013 to 179 in 2018.)

Higher attendance presented a challenge. The Altar Guild needed to prepare more pre-filled cups of 
wine and grape juice. Eventually, the number of cups exceeded the capacity of the sterling silver trays 
holding them. Hence the change to intinction, which is also believed to be a more efficient alternative 
for distribution of the Lord’s Supper to a greater number of people.

Intinction may be new for some people. “In seminary,” Pastor Mark said, “we were taught that the most 
correct way to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion was through the use of a single cup of 
wine and loaf of bread with people drinking out of that one cup.” Over a century ago, though, sanitary 
concerns about the common cup resulted in the introduction of individual glasses and bread wafers. 
Various ways for sharing the sacrament, including intinction, subsequently emerged. Pastor Mark 
further explained, “Theologically, Lutherans understand that it is the earthly elements – the bread and 
wine – placed with the command of Christ to take and eat, take and drink, under the salvific promise 
of God that makes this meal a Sacrament. I don’t think that how we receive it changes the 
sacramental nature of this gift we share.”

CORRECTION: Zeke’s fact-checker made an error last month. The Rev. Paul Youngdahl’s sister Susan Hogan, and not his wife 

Nancy, was the Prince of Peace parishioner who brought together her brother and the Rev. Tim Selbo, Living Water’s 

founding pastor.

Do you have a question for Zeke? E-mail it to him at AskZeke@cox.net or contact his writing partner, 
Jill Wehr, at 480-515-4813.
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MEN'S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY
Join us each Thursday at 7:30 am at Soul Cafe 

(Pinnacle Peak, 7615 E Pinnacle Peak Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85255)
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JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays - between services from 9:45-10:45 am in the  Education Building

Last day of Sunday School for Season is May 19

Kids Sunday School  (Weekly) —3 years through 7th grade

May Schedule & Topics
Adult Forum 

Sundays  9:45 am in the Education Building
May 5 - Cinco de  Mayo Breakfast - No Adult Forum

May 12 - Holy Land Trip Review
Join us for an exciting recap of our trip to the Holy Land in March

May 19 - PACE Team 
Getting ideas from the Congregation on future events to promote Living Water

May 26- 9:30 am Blended Worship Begins - No Adult Forum 

 



Tuesday Women’s Bible Study in May
Every Tuesday @ 10 am in the Fellowship Hall

Join us for a 3-session study on prayer:  “Let Us Pray.”   This study appeared in the Summer 2018 
issues of Gather magazine and is authored by Rev. Dr. Anna Madsen, a freelance theologian and 
proud mama to daughter, Else, and son, Karl. She works with OMG: Center for Theological Conversa-
tion (omgcenter.com) and enjoys seeing the occasional moose and bear in their woods.

We meet on Tuesday mornings at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall for approximately 90 minutes.  All 
women are invited.  Copies of the material will be provided.  Bring your Bible (hard copy or electron-
ic).  The coffee and hot water are always on.  Bring a friend!  Questions:  contact Myrna Ulland at 
myrna.ulland@gmail.com

May 7:  Session one: the paradoxes of prayer (1 Samuel 12:16-23)
Called to pray, but for what purpose? Can we persuade God with prayer? Do we actually encounter 
God in prayer? Is the practice of prayer intended for the sake of the one praying or for the One to 
whom we pray? The Bible references all of these scenarios; however, each comes with biblical, theo-
logical and practical questions. In this first session on prayer, we’ll investigate the paradoxical truths 
of this spiritual practice.

May 14:  Session two: the practices of prayer  (Psalm 19:14)
Jesus taught us how to pray by way of the Lord’s Prayer. But both in Scripture and in the Christian 
tradition, people of faith have developed a wide variety of ways to come before God. In this session, 
we’ll look at different ways to pray, what each might offer and how knowing an array of prayer styles 
can enrich our devotional life.

May 21:  Session three: the products of prayer (Romans 8:26-28)
It is indeed true that many results of prayer are intangible—and even impossible—to discern. But it 
is also true that prayer can demonstrably change the brain, reduce stress levels and, some studies 
say, appear to correlate to otherwise inexplicable healing in those for whom people have prayed. In 
the final session of this series, we will investigate the effects of prayer personally, communally and on 
the mission of the church.
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Vacation Bible School 2019
Mark your calendars now for our next edition of Vacation Bible School 
on June 17-21 with our traditional Celebration Sunday Worship Service 
on June 23 at 9:30 am.  This year we will be traveling to Athens with Paul.  
We will learn that Paul left a life of privilege and power to face angry 
mobs, painful imprisonment and chain-breaking earthquakes – all to 
spread the life-changing truth of God’s love!  Children and volunteers 
will enjoy lively music, small group interactions in “Oikos Time”, interest-
ing and creative crafts in the Marketplace Shops, fun-filled activities in 
the Arena Games, educational drama in “Paul’s Adventure’s” and deli-
cious snacks.  Registration is open for all children age 4 and up at 
lwlcaz.org/vbs.  Be sure to tell all of your family, friends and neighbors 
about Living Water’s Vacation Bible School with no registration fee and a free t-shirt for every child!  

We need many volunteers to bring our VBS program to life.  Please see Kris Crow or Janice Moore if 
you can lend a hand with the set, help us out during the week of VBS as a small group leader, craft, 
snack shop or games assistant or maybe do some behind the scenes work.

See you in Athens!  Kris Crow – kcrow737@gmail.com &  Janice Moore – jlb.moore@yahoo.com

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC
SUNDAY, MAY 5 at 5 PM

Once again the Great Gatherings committee presents our ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC at 
McCormick Skillman Railroad Park (Scottsdale Rd and Indian Bend) in the Papago Ramada.
Our ramada is located at the southeast corner of the park by the gazebo.  Hamburgers and 
hot dogs will be on the grill.  Please bring a dish to share (with serving utensil) and your own 
beverage.  No glass bottles are allowed.  There will be games provided and LOTS of time for 
fun and fellowship.  At 7:30 PM, the park provides a summer concert series.  On May 5, it is a 
Neil Diamond tribute band, Diamond in the Rough.  Bring your lawn chair and enjoy a special 
evening.  There is a signup sheet in the narthex.  Please contact Pam Wilder at (602) 616-2022 
with any questions.  We look forward to another great picnic!

PENTECOST READERS NEEDED
PENTECOST, the 50th day after Easter, commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apos-
tles and other followers of Jesus as described in the book of Acts.  This year it will be celebrated on 
Sunday,  June 9.  We are looking for individuals who can read and speak a language other than 
English on the two services that day.  A printed reading will be provided.  Interested?  Please contact 
Joyce Bash at 480-473-2034 or kbash@cox.net  



 

Piece-Makers Mission Quilting in May
Join us in May to continue tying quilts that have been assembled.  On April 28, we blessed 88 
quilts before they were sent off to Lutheran World Relief.  We’re now work-
ing on the quilts for next year!

Thank you to those who have contributed fabric, or monies toward pur-
chasing fabric and batting!  Your gifts extend this ministry!

Come and tie quilts with us!  We meet in the Fellowship Hall on Wednes-
day, May 8 and again on Wednesday, May 22, 9 am to about noon.  The 
coffee and hot water for tea/hot chocolate will be on.  Many hands make light work!  Ques-
tions?  Ask Cindy Ophaug, Lynda Cales, Lois Lucas or Myrna Ulland. Learn more about this 
ministry at www.lwr.org/quilts-and-kits  

Why not try your hand at bridge on May 17?
Are you a former bridge player? A newbie? A bridge whiz who can help others step up their 
game? Players of all levels are invited to participate in an enjoyable evening of casual party 
bridge at the home of Ron and Karen Roessler on Friday, May 17, starting at 7:00 pm. Please 
add your name to the signup sheet on the kiosk in the Narthex. The hosts will email you 
directions to their home. For more information on this monthly fellowship opportunity, 
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 You are invited to a Cinco de Mayo breakfast!

Cinco de Mayo is an annual celebration held on May 5. The date is 
observed to commemorate the Mexican Army's difficult victory over the 
French Empire at the Battle of Puebla, on May 5, 1862, under the leader-
ship of General Ignacio Zaragoza. In the United States, Cinco de Mayo has 
taken on a significance beyond that in Mexico. In the U.S. the date has 
become associated with the celebration of Mexican-American culture. 
 
Occurring only two weeks after Easter, we will celebrate the culture of our Mexican-American 
brothers and sisters in Christ and celebrate Christ’s victory over death.  
 
We hope that you will join us between services at 9:30am for a delicious and festive breakfast 
prepared by Julie Ann Walker’s team and the Youth of our congregation.  At the event, there 
will be an opportunity to give a free-will offering that will go toward the Youth Mission Trip to 
Portland this summer and future endeavors in Youth ministry.  
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Join us for the annual Dollars and Diapers Drive for 
Alleluia Diaper Closet  - April 28 to May 12

Living Water’s Service Ministry Team initiated a Dollars and Diapers 
Drive to support the Alleluia Diaper Closet in the spring of 2018.  By 
Mother’s Day this year, May 12, 2019, our goal is to collect enough 
dollars and diapers (and wipes, unscented preferred) to supply the 
needs for this ministry for one month.  With our gifts of dollars, 
diapers and wipes, we can help provide diapers to babies and tod-
dlers in need.  

Make your checks payable to Living Water and note “Alleluia Diaper Closet” on the memo 
line.  We also welcome your donations of diapers, especially diapers sizes 3, 4 and 5, and 
diaper wipes.  Between the Sundays after Easter and until Mother’s Day, there will be a play-
pen in the church entryway to drop off your diaper and diaper wipe donations.  

Here’s more information about this ministry at Alleluia Lutheran:  

Alleluia Lutheran Church in Avondale is the host church for “A Better Chance Diaper Closet” 
providing diapers for 140-150 infants and toddlers twice a month at their church at 8444 W. 
Encanto Blvd, Phoenix.   Diaper distribution is on the first and third Saturday of each month 
to families living at or below the poverty level within a four-mile radius of the church. 
 
Did you know that diapers cannot be purchased with food stamps and are not provided as 
part of the WIC program?  Many families who need diapers are working parents but their 
low-wage jobs do not cover the basic needs of their children.  Childcare providers require 
parents to have a supply of disposable diapers – no diapers, no daycare - which may mean 
no employment for parents.  In Arizona, one in four of our children lives below the Federal 
Poverty Line.

Alleluia’s Diaper Closet partners with the Central Arizona Diaper Bank and receives some of 
their needed diapers from the Diaper Bank on a quarterly basis.  However, the Diaper Bank 
cannot provide enough diapers to meet the needs of the children in the church’s current 
service radius.  Babies and toddlers need an average of 8 diapers a day (more for newborns).  
That means 240 diapers per child per month on average.  Alleluia Lutheran depends on 
contributions beyond the Diaper Bank to meet the needs of infants and toddlers needing 
diapers in their service area.  And Alleluia serves an average of 140-150 children every other 
Saturday through their Diaper Closet.  That’s a lot of needed diapers.  You can do the math!  

We are a generous and giving congregation.  Alleluia Lutheran in Avondale needs our help 
to continue serving the children in their service area with needed diapers and wipes.  The 
children served by Alleluia’s Diaper Closet thank you!   
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Dates to Remember

9201 E. Happy Valley Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85255
office@lwlcaz.org ~ 480.473.8400 ~ www.LWLCAZ.org

Living Water is a Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Grand Canyon Synod.

Weekly Events
TUESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Tuesday 10am (FH)

    CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Wednesday 7pm (Psalms Room)

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Thursday 7:30am (Soul Cafe)

FRIDAY MORNING CLUB
Friday 10:00am (FH)

ADULT FORUM & SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday 9:45am

WORSHIP 
Sunday 8:30 am (Liturgical Worship)

Sunday 11am (Praise Worship)

MAY 2   ASYLUM SEEKERS FORUM 5:30 PM (Pinnacle Peak Presbyterian)
MAY 5   CINCO DE MAYO BREAKFAST 9:30 AM (FH)
MAY 5   CHURCH PICNIC 5 PM (McCormick-Stillman Train Park)
MAY 8   PIECE-MAKERS MISSION QUILTING 9 AM (FH)
MAY 12   MOTHER’S DAY
MAY 12   CONFIRMATION CLASS 6:45 PM (Youth Room)
MAY 17   BRIDGE 7 PM (Roessler’s House)
MAY 19   GRADUATION RECOGNITION SUNDAY 
MAY 20   COUNCIL MEETING 6 PM (Esther)
MAY 22   PIECE-MAKERS MISSION QUILTING 9 AM (FH)
MAY 26   9:30 AM SUMMER WORSHIP STARTS (Sanctuary)
MAY 27   MEMORIAL DAY - OFFICE CLOSED
JUNE 9 - 14   YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
JUNE 17 - 21  VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL WEEK  (9 AM TO 12 PM DAILY)
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