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Happy New Year! 
from

Living Water Lutheran Church



We Remember in our Prayers

Please call the o�ce if  your birthday is not listed  and we will make sure to enter it into our database. 

• Judi Bechhoefer (Friend of Michelle Brown) – Battling cancer 
• Becky Bliefernich (Niece of Barbara Brooks)– Battling cancer 
• Nancy Blazer – Health concerns 
• Doug Burnett (Friend of Phil & Nancy Rogers) – Battling Cancer
• Collin Cassem - Active Military Member
• Vicki Dugas (Friend of Barbara & John Hannan) – Battling Cancer 
• Bernie Eccles (Friend of Linda & Larry Coutts) – In gratitude for healing
• Jinhong Fan (Sister-in-law of Kristin Smith) – Battling Cancer
• David Fernandez - Active Military Member
• Mary Anne Fisher (Tracy Paul’s Aunt) – Heart issues
• Jeanne Folmer (Niece of Sue & Lee Stenehjem) — Battling cancer
• Joy Gallimore – Health Concerns
• Matt and Kristen Garrett (husband and wife) – Active Military Members
• Lourdes Gasparino ¬– Health Concerns
• Celia Giontzeneli – Health concerns 
• Sharon Holland (Friend of Barbara & John Hannan) – Battling cancer
• Al Hopkins (cousin-in-law of Lee and Sue Stenehjem) - Battling cancer
• Scott Johnson (Son of Steve & Susan Johnson) – Health concerns
• Tom Kelland – Health concerns
• Mike Knytch – Battling cancer
• Hannah Lehrke (Granddaughter of Lois and Jay Lucas) – Health concerns
• Lynne Mohr (Stepdaughter of Carol Gasser) – Battling cancer
• Annika Nelson & Family (Heidi Ruff’s cousin’s daughter) - Health concerns
• Richard Reeder Sr. (Friend of Michelle Brown) - Health concerns
• Karlene Wenz (Wife of Mike Kieffer) - Health concerns
• Lew Wilson (friend of Lee and Sue Stenehjem) - Battling cancer
• Chuck Woods (Friend of Beth & Steve McCarthy) - Health concerns
• Family & Friends of Joan Ophaug (Ron & Cindy Ophaug’s Sister-in-law)
• Family & Friends of Michael Steele (Friend of the Coutts Family)
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Send your prayer requests to prayer@lwlcaz.org or fill one out at lwlcaz.org

Henry Ruff 1/5
Cynthia Ophaug 1/7
Jillian Decker 1/8
Liz Gilkey 1/9
Flynn Shelmire 1/13
Judy Tornowske 1/13
Erik Laudenschlager 1/16
Donald Pick 1/18
Kevin Ruff 1/18
Jeffrey Dorsch 1/19
Joan Halverson 1/19

Steven Smith 1/20
Dan Bonar 1/20
Tana Harlan 1/20
Karen Syversen 1/21
Rick Sherrin 1/23
Sandy Moses 1/23
Tamey Manalli 1/26
Eric Sundquist 1/29
Mike Freesh 1/30
Diana Thompson 1/31



A Message from Pastor MARK
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January 2020 

New Year's Day is one of the world's oldest holidays, even though it hasn't always been celebrated on 
January 1. As far as we can tell, New Year’s was first observed in ancient Babylon about 4000 years ago, 
around 2000 BC. Although they didn't follow a written calendar, the Babylonians began celebrating the 
beginning of a new year on what is now March 23. Believe it or not, festivities lasted for eleven days, and 
different traditions were celebrated each day. They chose this time of year to celebrate the New Year 
because it was springtime, when new crops were planted. It symbolized new growth and a time to look 
forward to the future – pretty much the same meaning that the New Year holds for people today.  

When the Romans came to power, they continued to observe the New Year in the springtime. However, the 
Roman calendar frequently changed based on the wishes of various emperors, and the celebration moved 
around all over the calendar. In an effort to restore a static calendar, the Roman senate declared January 1 
as the official beginning of the New Year in 153 B.C. Why they chose this date, I have no idea.  Yet despite 
this law, emperors continued to tamper with the calendar for over a hundred years. It wasn't until 46 B.C., 
when Emperor Julius Caesar created a new calendar, that January 1 was again recognized as the start of the 
New Year. At this point, the calendar had been altered so much that the Romans were forced to endure a 
year that lasted for 445 days in order to synchronize the calendar with the sun again.  

As the Catholic Church expanded, it was strongly opposed to the celebration of the Roman's New Year, so 
much s that they denounced it as paganism. However, as Christianity became more widespread, the 
religious observances of the Catholic Church began to coincide with many of the pagan celebrations. On 
January 1, while the Romans celebrated the New Year, the Catholic Church worshipped what is still 
observed by some today as the Feast of Christ's Circumcision. The Church continued to condemn the 
celebration of the New Year throughout the Middle Ages. In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII introduced a 
revision of Caesar's calendar, which a majority of the world now follows. So, it wasn't until the late 1500s 
that January 1 became the official holiday celebrated by most of the world. 

Yet despite the continual changes, arguments, and revisions that took place over the centuries, the one thing 
that has stood fast is found within the fact that the celebration is one which embraces new beginnings.  New 
beginnings are important for us.  Generally, we are people who are steeped in mistakes.  Sometimes we 
willfully make choices in life we later regret, sometimes we simply make a mistake even though we may 
have had the best intentions.  It is in those moments of our lives that we look for the rewind button or ask 
for a “do-over”.  But as we know this life is not a dress rehearsal for some play yet to come.  These days we 
live make up the story of our lives, stories which define who we are as people. 

While we cannot erase that which was, we can start each day a new.  Like the celebration of the New Year, 
when we live our lives under the care of God’s forgiveness, we have the ability to start each day as a new 
person, newly forgiven and recreated in Christ.  In the relationship we have with God we have the ability to 
begin each day as if it were New Year’s Day.  As we begin this New Year – and new decade - we can do so 
with the understanding that through the love of God, when we spiritually trip and fall, God picks us up, 
brushes us off and sends us on our way, granting us every day the very same hope we hold with the 
beginning of each New Year.  That is a fresh start to go it again.  May 2020 be a year filled with hope, 
happiness, and joy for each of us. 

Pastor Mark 
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MEN'S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY
Join us each Thursday at 7:30 am at Soul Cafe 

(Pinnacle Peak, 7615 E Pinnacle Peak Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85255)
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TUESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Our new study series began on January 6, 2020.

We meet at 10 am every Tuesday morning for approximately 90 minutes, in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
coffee and hot water for tea/hot chocolate is always on.  Tuesday Women’s Bible Study is open to all 

women.  Bring your favorite Bible translation (electronic or paper) and bring a friend.  Questions?  
Contact Myrna Ulland myrna.ulland@gmail.com

Adult Forums for Jan 12 and February 16 “Ask the Pastors” 

Back by popular demand!  Join us a�er the 8:30 worship 
service in the Psalms Room (second floor of the 
Educa�on Building) for more “Ask the Pastors” panel 
discussion.  Several ques�ons were received a�er our 
last such session to begin our discussion.  Grab a cup of 
coffee and bring any ques�ons you’ve always wanted to 

ask a pastor.  You can submit ques�ons in wri�ng if you’d prefer.  Two sessions 
planned:  January 12 and February 16. 



LW

Why not give bridge a whirl in 2020?

Are you an ex-bridge player? A newbie? A bridge buff who can help others 
improve their skills? Players of all levels are invited to participate in an enjoy-
able evening of casual party bridge at the home of Richard and Jill Wehr on 

Friday, Jan. 17, starting at 7:00 pm. Please add your name to the signup sheet 
on the kiosk in the Narthex. The hosts will email you directions to their home. 
For more information on this monthly fellowship opportunity, please contact 

Richard or Jill (480-515-4813 or jillajw@cox.net).

MOPS & MOMSnext
Are you a mother or know a mother of preschool

or school age children?

Next meeting January 23

Two years ago, Living Water Lutheran Church started our MOPS & MOMSnext Program. We would love 
for you to spread the word about this amazing program!

What is MOPS & MOMSnext?
MOPS stands for Mothers of Preschoolers, and by preschoolers we mean kiddos from birth through 
kindergarten. MOMSnext is the next step with school-aged kids. We are an open, accepting group for all 
mothers to experience authentic community, personal growth, practical help, and spiritual hope.

We meet from 9:30-11:30am on the First and Third Thursdays of the month. Childcare is Free!

Check out www.lwlcaz.org/mops for Winter 2020 dates and to register
Questions? Contact Pastor Shari Bernau 

pastorshari@lwlcaz.org
480.473.8400

7

 



8

Living Water Scholarship Proposal 
A member of our congregation has proposed creating a Living Water College 
Scholarship Program for the youth of our church.  The program would have a 
Matching Financial Gift Component and be funded entirely by donations, not from the 
church budget. 

The purpose of the Living Water scholarship program is to share the love of Christ by 
making a difference in the lives of young people in our congregation who are pursuing 
further education after high school.  We believe that hope, confidence, opportunities, the 
ability to dream and succeed are the blessings that can come from an education.  The 
benefits of such a program would be very rewarding to everyone involved.   

Financial scholarships would be awarded to deserving first year students attending a 
college or trade school.  Scholarship requests would go through an application process 
and be reviewed by the pastors and members of a Scholarship Team. 

All members of Living Water will be receiving a survey this month to gather your-   
input on this proposal.  Please take the time to provide your feedback.  In the interim, 
please feel free to provide any feedback, ideas or address your questions to Pastor 
Shari at the church office 480-473-8400 or at pastorshari@lwlcaz.org.    

 

 

Please save the date for Tea Time: 

A Ladies Tea and Jewelry Boutique on 

Saturday, January 25 at 11:00 am. This is an 

event hosted by the Youth. All proceeds will 

go toward the Youth Mission Trip and 

Youth Quake. 

• Cost: $20.00 
• Reservations are required prior 

to January 21st. 

Questions? Please see Pastor Shari: 

Pastor shari@lwlcaz.org 
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Piece-Makers Mission Quilting in January

We’re continuing to tie quilts that have been assembled.  The fabric 
for the quilt tops/bottoms and batting (the middle “filler”) is support-
ed with gifts received when we blessed our quilts last April!  

Join us at our next meeting on January 22nd.

Come and tie quilts with us!  No special skill needed.  We will teach you!  We meet in 
the Fellowship Hall from 9 am to about noon.  The coffee and hot water for tea/hot 
chocolate will be on.  Many hands make light work!  Questions?  Ask Lynda Cales, Cindy 
Ophaug, Lois Lucas or Myrna Ulland. Learn more about this ministry supporting Luther-
an World Relief at www.lwr.org/quilts-and-kits 

Prayers for Active Military Members
We would like to recognize all of the Active Military Members that members of our Living Water 

Lutheran Community would like us to place on the prayer list. Please send any requests to
office@lwlcaz.org.

Our LWLC Ongoing Book Drive
Thanks to this summer’s VBS staff and students another record-breaking number of books have been 
distributed to grateful persons in need.  A majority of children’s books went immediately to ICM Food 
& Clothing Bank where neighborhood children were fed sack lunches and given a choice of book to 
own.  Religious books were delivered to the UMOM New Day Centers’ chapel; and it was reported they 
were especially pleased because their supply of children’s books had been depleted.  So, this is a 
reminder to please keep Phoenix children in mind as you shop.  Hint:  Public libraries often have great-
ly discounted books to purchase.  Our Book Drive basket is always open for donations in the narthex.  
Please call Sue or Eric Brash, 602-317-9444, if you have a large pick-up!



Living Water’s 24/7 o�ce �sh gives two �ns up to angelic souls who spread love 
and joy in the new year.

ASK ZEKE

Living Water’s 24/7 office fish confirms that MOPS is tops

Q. What is MOPS and what inspired Living Water to establish a group?

A. Mothers of Preschoolers is a Christian-based program that provides connections during a stage of 
motherhood when moms are most lonely, most isolated, and most longing for outside help.

Pastor Shari spearheaded the creation of Living Water’s group in October 2017. With nine years of 
previous involvement in a large MOPS group (as a participant and church liaison), she recognized the 
value of making this investment in our community and families around us. “The purpose and heart of 
MOPS is ministry, and this is in line with our purpose and mission at Living Water,” she explained. 
“Moms grow in their knowledge of God’s grace and their relationships with Jesus. In turn, dads and 
kids are also impacted.”

MOPS statistics indicate around 700 moms in a 15-mile radius of Living Water searched for a group in a 
recent 3-month period. The MOPS nearest to ours is almost 8 miles away. 

Group size ranges from 4 to 200. Our group, which blends MOPS and MOMSnext (a program for moms 
of older kids), has 7-8 participants. Pastor Shari and 8 other women serve as mentors, lead 
discussions, provide childcare, prepare refreshments, and help out in other ways.

Our group meets on first and third Thursday mornings from September through April. Discussion 
topics vary: fitness and nutrition, clutter, how to “do” Christmas, perspectives on marriage, worry, etc. 
Most sessions are at Living Water, but activities also include an occasional field trip, service project, or 
Moms’ Night Out.

A MOPS/MOMSnext participant’s recent text to Pastor Shari is a ringing endorsement: “I am still 
thinking about how wonderful Thursday was – my soul needs our group for sure.” Do you know any 
moms of kids from infancy through age 18? Invite them to check out our warm, supportive 
MOPS/MOMSnext group. It could be just the lifeline they need.

Do you have a question for Zeke? E-mail it to him at AskZeke@cox.net or contact his writing partner, 
Jill Wehr, at 480-515-4813.

Do you have a question for Zeke? 
E-mail it to him at AskZeke@cox.net or contact his writing partner, 

Jill Wehr, at 480-515-4813.
10
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Vacation Bible School 2020 

 
Mark your calendars now for our 2020 edition of Vacation Bible School at Living Water 
Lutheran Church on June 15-19.  Our theme will be “Wilderness Escape – Where 
God Guides & Provides.”  Throughout the week we will take an exciting journey with 
God’s people, the Israelites, that brings God’s Word to life for kids and adults.  Moses 
will be our guide as we escape Egypt and see, hear, touch and even taste what it might 
have been like to live in the Bible-times wilderness. 

All children ages 4 through 6th grade are invited to participate in our free Vacation Bible 
School program.  Each child will receive a “Wilderness Escape” t-shirt and will 
participate in large and small group discussions, join Moses in his tent for our daily Bible 
stories, burn off some energy in the Fun & Games area, make innovative crafts, enjoy a 
healthy snack and sing and cheer in our opening and closing celebration times.  The 
week will conclude with the children leading our worship service on Sunday, June 21. 

If you are interested in joining us for our VBS program as a youth or adult volunteer, 
please contact Kris Crow at kcrow737@gmail.com or Janice Moore at 
jlb.moore@yahoo.com.  We hope to see you this summer! 
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Thank you to all who gave and supported 
the ELCA Good Gifts program.  
We had a very successful year!!  

Ron & Cindy Ophaug

ADULT FORUM JANUARY 26TH IN THE EDUCATION BUILDING (Psalms Room) 

Chris�anity as a Criminal Enterprise.  Presented by Jim Hanson.  Did you ever 
think of Chris�anity as a criminal enterprise? Our founder, Jesus, was tried and 
convicted of crimes and suffered a criminal’s death. The apostles were constantly 
being jailed in the Book of Acts. Some of St. Paul’s wri�ngs are called his ‘Prison 
Epistles’ because of where he was when he wrote them. Mar�n Luther faked his 
own kidnapping to avoid being arrested. The list goes on and on. What does it 
mean that so many of our pillars of faith ended up in jail or dead because of their 
beliefs? Let’s have a discussion… 
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Are you a Saint or a Sinner?
It doesn’t matter, all are welcome, and you don’t have to tell which one you are

SAINTS & SINNERS KICK-OFF PARTY JANUARY 19
              Welcoming a fun new year!

The annual kick-off party will be at Wayne and Leila Burrus’ house on 
Saturday, January 19, 2019, from 5-8pm.   Wayne and Leila’s address is 
26000 N. 107th Way, Scottsdale, 85255. Please bring an appetizer or 
dessert to share.

The purpose of the Saints & Sinners is to bring “Small Groups” (9 to 11 people in each 
group) together to welcome new members, visitors, and prospective new members 
combined with members of the Church into a relaxed, fun, and friendly social setting 
outside of the Church to get to know one another. In addition to the kick-off party there 
will be small group activities in February and March.

If you plan to attend the party, please sign up on the yellow “sign up” sheet “ in the 
narthex.   If you cannot attend the party but want to be involved in the small groups, just 
put your name, email address and phone number on the same “sign up” sheet or e-mail 
Wayne Burrus at wlburrus@earthlink.net



STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY MESSAGE

ANNOUNCEMENT from the 

LIVING WATER MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE

 It is with great enthusiasm and gratitude that we wish to announce that a substantial 
gift has been made to the Living Water Mission Endowment Fund (the Fund). The Fund was 
established by our congregation in 2006.

 The purpose of the Fund “is to receive, hold and manage designated bequests and 
special gifts from all sources and make distributions from this Fund in a manner that is in 
accordance with the mission of Living Water Lutheran Church. It is not intended to replace 
memorial funds or specially designated bequests trusts and other gifts.”Distributions from 
the Fund for the mission work of Living Water will commence at such time as the Fund 
balance reaches $100,000. In the past 12 months the Fund has received gifts of $50,000 and 
is now well on its way of achieving its accumulation amount so that distributions will be 
made to support the mission work of the church.

 This presents us the opportunity to thank our contributors and to share with you this 
great news in hope that you may be aware of this opportunity for giving as this year comes 
to an end.

 These gifts were made now rather than in the estates of the donors in hope that 
others in the congregation will see the benefits of a lifetime gift to the Fund. The donors 
also took advantage of the tax law regarding gifts from an IRA. 

 Your endowment committee will be presenting more information about the Fund 
and its purpose on Sunday, December 8 at 9:45am in the Psalms Room. Please join us for 
this informational discussion. But if you wish to speak individually with a member of the 
Fund committee or Pastor Mark you are encouraged to do so.

 This Fund is not in competition with our annual giving, which supports the work of 
the church, including mission work, but is a way of providing resources now that will help 
support our mission work now and into the future. 

Your Mission Endowment Fund Committee:

Robert Winter, Chair      Lance Jacobson, Secretary     Pastor Mark Rossman
Frank Stock, Treasurer    Ken Bash, At Large                                             
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The Bishop is coming February 2nd,  

preaching at both the 8:30 and 11:00 am services. 

Ask the Bishop at Adult Forum 

Sunday School starts again 

on 

January 26th 



Dates to Remember

9201 E. Happy Valley Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85255
office@lwlcaz.org ~ 480.473.8400 ~ www.LWLCAZ.org

Living Water is a Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Grand Canyon Synod.

JANUARY 12  CONFIRMATION CLASS 6:30 PM (YOUTH ROOM)

JANUARY 13  COUNCIL MEETING 6:00 (ESTHER)

JANUARY 14  WOMENS BIBLE STUDY 10:00 AM (FH)

JANUARY 15  CHIOR 7:00 PM (PSALMS)  

JANUARY 16  MEN’S BREAKFAST 7:30 AM (SOUL CAFE)

JANUARY 17  MONTHLY BRIDGE GROUP 7:00 PM (LOCATION TBD)

JANUARY 18  GATHER BIBLE STUDY (AT CHRIST THE SERVANT HENDERSON, NV)

JANUARY 18  SAINTS & SINNER KICKOFF PARTY (TIME & LOCATION TBD)

JANUARY 19  CLOSED CHEST COMPRESSION/AED CLASS 12:30 PM (FH)

JANUARY 22  PIECE MAKERS QUILTING 9:00 AM (FH)

JANUARY 23  MOPS MEETING 9:30 AM (FH)

JANUARY 24  MONTLY YOUTH GROUP 5:30 PM (RUFF FAMILY HOME) 

JANUARY 25  TEA TIME FUNDRAISER 11:00 AM (FH)

JANUARY 26  CONFIRMATION CLASS 6:30 PM (YOUTH ROOM)

Publication Deadlines:
Connections- Every Tuesday by noon

SPLASH! - The 20th of each month by noon

Weekly Events
TUESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Tuesday 10 am (FH)

    CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Wednesday 7 pm (Psalms Room)

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Thursday 7:30 am (Soul Cafe)

FRIDAY MORNING CLUB
Friday 10:00 am (FH)

ADULT FORUM & SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday 9:45 am

WORSHIP 
Sunday 8:30 am (Liturgical Worship)

Sunday 11 am (Praise Worship)


